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 Mackenzie was introduced to the cello at the age of ten through her 
elementary music program and has only found a growing passion for it 
since. This passion drove her to join Strolling Strings, the Bismarck-
Mandan Youth Symphony, and the Bismarck-Mandan Symphony Or-
chestra. Mackenzie is a senior at Bismarck High School, where she 
plays in the Chamber Orchestra. She started private lessons with Dr. 
Natalia Vacarciuc slightly over a year and a half ago, prior to which she 

studied with Courtney Zander for nearly two years. She has been selected for both the 
North Dakota All-State Orchestra and the UND Honor Strings the past three years and 
was Principal Cellist of the All-State orchestra this past March. Outside of music, Mac-
kenzie enjoys participating in competitive science clubs and acting as the Co-Editor of 
her school newspaper.  

Mackenzie Swenson 

Dr. Beverly Everett, Music Director 

~~~Accessibility~~~  

The Bismarck-Mandan Symphony Orchestra (BMSO) has a commitment to making its 
services accessible to everyone. The BMSO performs in a facility that is physically acces-
sible with elevators, ramps, and special seating areas for patrons in wheelchairs (and 
their companions). If you or a member of your party has any mobility or other special 
needs, please let us know so we can help you plan your concert attendance. Large print 
programs may be arranged for concerts. Requests for accommodations should be made 
when purchasing tickets. 

Lauren Craig 

Zephaniah Pearlstein 

Soprano Lauren Craig from Grand Forks, North Dakota, is thrilled to be 
making her orchestral debut with the Bismarck-Mandan Symphony 
this weekend. She is currently in her last semester as a vocal perfor-
mance major at NDSU and will be graduating in May. While at NDSU, 
Lauren has performed the roles of Susanna in NDSU Opera's 2021 pro-
duction of Le Nozze di Figaro, Sesto in Handel's Giulio Cesare, as well 
as a Lady in Waiting in Gilbert and Sullivan's Patience. She has been in 

the Concert Choir and Madrigal Singers, along with the Bison Arts Singers. At NDSU, 
Lauren studied with Dr. Robert Jones, and most recently Dr. Mariane Lemieux-
Wottrich.  

A devoted soloist and chamber musician, Zephaniah Pearlstein has been 

awarded prizes in several competitions, including the GGFSO Concerto 

Competition and the North Dakota MTNA regional competition. 

He has been the cellist for the UND Student String Quartet for the past 4 

years, and has performed in masterclasses led by such notable cellists as 

Amit Peled, Nazar Dzhuryn, and Emilio Colón, as well as in masterclasses 

with chamber groups such as the Chiara String Quartet, Beo, the St.    

Petersburg Quartet, and the Ying Quartet. He is currently completing a B.M. in Cello Per-

formance under the tutelage of Dr. Simona Barbu. 



Cello Concerto No. 1 in A Minor, Op. 33............Camille St. Saëns (1835-1921) 
       I. Allegro non troppo 
                        Mackenzie Swenson, cello 
                        Junior Division Winner  
 
The Pearl Fishers: "Comme autre fois"……………….....George Bizet (1838-1875) 
                         Lauren Craig, soprano 
                         Vocal Division Winner  
 
Finlandia, Op. 26.......................................................Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) 
 
INTERMISSION 
 
Cello Concerto in B Minor, Op. 104, B. 191……....Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904) 
      I. Allegro 
      II. Adagio, ma non troppo 
      III. Finale - allegro moderato - Andante - Allegro vivo 
                         Zephaniah Pearlstein, cello 
                         Senior Division Winner  
   

Dr. Beverly Everett, Music Director 
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Tonight’s program 


